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1 PE r. ii 7. the latter part of the verſe. 


Fear God. Honour the King: 


pre- 
cepts, and runs thus, Honour all men. Love the 
0 a brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the King. The 
co laſt I have made choice of for our pre- 
Wy ſent inſtruftion, of the greateſt importance in 
— dhemſelves, and, I hope, no way improper 
for the preſent occaſion. 

Ir is not the leaſt of the mercies we enjoy, by the favour 
of heaven, and the happineſs of our conſtitution, that con- 
ſtantly, at two returning ſeaſons of the year, Men, eminently di- 
ſtinguiſhed for a truſt ſo great, an office ſo ſacred! go from 
county to county, with awful ſolemnity, to relieve the oppreſſed, 
and to puniſh the wrong-doer. . A privilege this, beſides a thous 
land others, peculiar to this kingdom, and not known to the 
nations that are round about us. And fince God has been thus 
gracious to our land, it cannot be unſeaſonable at this time, 
and upon this publick occaſion, to preſs a ſuitable regard to 
lim, the great fountain of our happineſs, and his vicegerent the 
King, its immediate inſtrument and ſecurity. Religion and 7 4 

B ty 
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alty are our reaſonable ſervice, our bounden duty; the beſt in- 
ſtance of gratitude for the bleſſings we enjoy, and the beſt, the | 
only method we can take to preſerve them to ourſelves, and 
to tranſmit them uncorrupted to our lateſt poſterity. 
W may obſerve that my text is not the only place in ſcrip- 
ture where theſe two important duties are mentioned toge. 
ther. There is, indeed, always a r tþ of duties, and 
where they are not all, there, properly ſpeaking, can be none 
but thoſe to God and the King have a particular dependance 
upon each other, and where either of them is habitually neg. 
lected, the other cannot be religiouſly obſerved. 
IN the ſcandalous proſecution of Naboth, ſons of 
Belial were ſuborned falfly to accuſe him, and to 
ſay (to make the charge more conſiſtent with itſelf, and 
more effectual to his deſtruction) Naboth did blaſpheme God 
and the King. In Iſaiah we read (Chap. viii, 21.) It ſpall come 
to paſs, when they ſhall be hungry, they ſhall fret themſelves, and curſe 
their God and their King. Solomon ſays, My ſon, fear the Lord 
and the King, and a greater than Solomon, Render unto Ceſar the 
things which are Ceſar's, and unto God, the things that are God's. 
EER x good man, undoubtedly every good chriſtian, will be 
a good ſubject, and every one that is conſiſtent with himſelf, 
and. that acts upon principle, if he has a: religious regard to 
his King, will not be wanting in * reverence to the King of 
Kings. | | 
NoTWiTHSTANDING this, it muſt be u e 
ſometimes ſee Religion and Loyalty, L ſhould ſay the appearance 
of them, ſeparated, and thoſe that pretend to hold to one, at 
the ſame time notoriouſly to deſpiſe the other: for inſtance, the 
great Rebellion was carried on under the pretence of Religion; 
zhe cauſe was God's, and the battles: the Lord's ; but the tree 
5 is 
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«known by its fruits, and of what a monſtrous kind the Reli- 
gion of rebels is, the hiſtories of thoſe times of confuſion ſuf. 
fciently inform us. And in every age and reign there are ſome 
more remarkable for their Loyalty than their Religion; but that 
Loyalty which 1s not attended with, and founded upon Religion, 
; precarious and uncertain, and muſt be owing to nothing but 
tumour or intereſt: if one be croſs d, or the other interrupted; 
the man be diſobliged, or his Expetations diſappointed ; he 
will then treat his King. with as little reſpe& as his God, and, 
ich the Idolaters juſt mentioned from the prophet, curſe 
both. 

pur every man that is perfect, fears God, and honours the 
ing; and theſe recommend, and adorn, and ſtrengthen, as 
ten as they meet and Kiſs each other. 

He is a valuable man, a worthy member of ſociety, and an 
xcellent ſubje&, that is faithful in his allegiance from a prin 
ple of conſcience, that obeys and honours the King, becauſe he 
m Cod; and he cannot be faithful to either, that is not in- 
venc'd by a juſt Senſe of his duty to both. 

SATT take occaſion from the words, in the proſecution 


edis diſcourſe, 

f 

i FIRST, To conſider Principles in general, and to ſhew the 
OL 


ſufficiency of any but thoſe of Religion, to the purpoles of lite, 
the conduct of our converſation. 

SECONDLY, I ſhall explain and inforce that great; anda 
ental Duty, or Principle, of a holy fear of, and a religious re- 
rence to, God Almighty. 

Turx Iv I ſhall ſhew wülat is imply'd in the expreſſion; 
d what obligation reſults from the command to honow tte 


np, 
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AN ſhall, in the laſt .place, draw an inference Or tue 
from the whole, and ſo conclude. 

Br firſt, I am to conſider Principles in general, and to ſhey 
the inſufficiency of any but thoſe of Religion, to the Purpoſes of 
life, and the conduct of our converſation. _ 

Wr are to cſchew evil, and to do good, and in theſe confi 
the whole of our duty: The motive, the reaſon, or the end wh; 
we habitually do ſo, why we abſtain from what is vitious an 
baſe, or do any thing that is virtuous and commendable, may 
called a Principle, and it riſes into Religion, and may be ſaid t 
be a Religious Principle, when a man eſchews evil, becauſe } 
fears God, "and does good, becauſe it is agreeable to his will,: 
is commanded by his word. When the. terrors of the Lord, d 
judgments that he has denounced, and the hell that he has py 
pared, make men hear and fear, and when the things Gad 
laid up for them that love him, make us induſtrious, by pati 
continuance in well: doing, to obtain them; in .a word, whe 
God's laws are in our. hearts, and his word the rule of our live 
when we have our converſation in this world under a ſteady t 
lief, and a powerful, prevailing ſenſe of the judgment to con 
then we may be ſaid to act upon Principles of Religion. 

Tuc' there are but few that conduct their lives with hi 
Nian ſeverity, and not many that keep within the bounds 
decency; yet there are ſcarce any ( eſpecially of any rank 
diſtinction) but what pretend to Principles, but 'tis general 
only to be in the mode, not becauſe they are, or would 
thought good, but well bred. Whatever peoples pretenſions 
when their practice is notoriouſly bad, or if they are negligent 

the things of God, if they have any Erinciples at all, they 
400 faſhionable to be good. FT 
EI 
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EVER V action, to be morally good, muſt ſpring from a pro- 
er Principle, and be directed to a right end, and if either 
of theſe. be an the merit of the whole falls to the 


ground. 
ALL Principles of action, but thoſe of Religion, muſt be baſe 


or imperfect, and if the motives men proceed upon be either 
irregular or weak, if they are influenc'd by perverſe paſſions or 
partial conſiderations, tho' they may be true to their Principles, 
they will find, in the concluſion, that they have beeh ne to 
their duty. 

RATHER than be at the pains to be really good, the gene- 
tality of the world are only concerned to maintain a fair outſide, 
to diſſemble with a good grace, and make a ſpecious appearance. 
It would be endleſs to trace mens little views through all their 
wandrings, and to ſhew how iniquity lurks in their inward 
parts; from what pitiful Principles many plauſible actions pro- 
ceed, and by what little arts the want of merit is ſupply d. 
M x are ingenious to diſguiſe their actions, and palliate 
their imperfections: they put the ſhadow for the ſubſtance, nay 
evil for good, and fix honourable names to things that are mean 
or baſe, Religion is too often put on for decency or a cloak, 
and too-many ate generous for applauſe, patriots for an, 
or loyal for intereſt. 

LiTTLE by-ends may put ſome reſtraint upon our external 
behaviour; but however exact and regular that may appear, when 
tis not founded upon truth, and influenc'd by the fear of God, tis 
building upon a falſe foundation, and dawbing with myers 
Mortar. . 

To be had in re putation, and to procure and preſerve the 
good eſteem and opinion of men, is a powerful Principle, and a 


Principle the world is much oblig'd to, but it undermines the 
C good 
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good actions that it prompts us to perform. If we are induſtrioũs 
and faithful in the diſcharge of our duty, virtuous and laudable 
actions ſpeak ſufficiently for themſelves; and the leſs concern we 
have for a good reputation, the more effectually we ſhall fecure 
one. If we are ſincerely good, we miſapply our pains, and leſſen 
our merit, when we are too ſolicitous to be thought ſo. But 
if our pretenſions are ill grounded, and we impoſe upon man- 
kind, how artfully ſoever the cheat may be carry'd on, it muſt 
be a mortifying ſatisfaction to be applauded by the world, at the 
ſame time that we are reproach'd within. 

Ir ſhould be our firſt care to pleaſe him that trieth the heart, 
and to have the approbation of heaven and our own conſciences, 
The holy Scriptures, indeed, excite to virtue, becauſe tis praiſe- 
worthy ; but there's a difference between a thing's being: an ad- 
ditional motive, and the main end. If the praiſe- of men be our 
principal aim, our bleſſed Saviour tells us, that it will be alſo 
our reward. In like manner, fear of diſgrace may be uſefully 
employ'd to curb the corruptions of human nature ; but if this 
be not ſtrengthened and ſupported by religious confiderations, the 
ſenſe of an all- ſeeing God, and a dread of his diſpleaſure, twill 
yield and be loſt by little and little. Natural modeſty, and 2 

fenſe of ſhame, may for ſome time maintain their ſtation; but 
when there is not the fear of him from whom no- ſecrets are 
hid, tis furprizing to ſee how ſoon theſe are overcome and ex- 
tinguiſhed. Tis no wonder if thoſe who have forfeited their 
innocence are regardleſs of their character: if people don't bluſh 
at their own deformity, and can reconcile themſelves to the 
practice of iniquity, the ſcruples that ariſe from the eſteem of 
the world will be eafily remov'd, and thoſe that have not the 
conſcience to reſtrain them from a vile action, will not long want 
Wer to defend it. 


Ac 
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AccoRDING to the different caſt of our conſtitutions, 
here's naturally ſomething in moſt men, that may have the ap- 
carance of moral virtue, or a chriſtian duty; but nothing can 
e admitted into the catalogue of either, that is not upon Prin- 
jple. 4 Tg 
1 Is a bleſſing, indeed, to be diſpos'd to any thing that is 
vod; but one that has no virtue but what is owing to his 
omplexion, that has formed no Principles of action from Reli- 
ion or Reaſon, muſt of neceſſity be very defective in his duty. 
tions that bear ſome reſemblance to, or may be really the 
me with, thoſe which, when ſuitably qualify'd, the Almighty 
nay accept, when deficient in point of Principle, want the chief 
gredient. | 5575 

A MAN may give all his goods to feed the poor, but not 
perit the reward of him that upon principle gives but a cup of 
old water. He may be courteous and condeſcending, but not 
e coathed with humility ; grave without being ſerious ; natu- 
ally cheerful, but not religiouſly thankful. 391 

Tu E beſt -part of corrupt nature is but a very indifferent 
wide, and when it is not the fear of God, or any ſenſe of duty, 
ut the turn of a man's conſtitution, that has the direction of 
Wis conſcience, and is the firſt mover in his converſation, tho' he 
my have ſome falſe virtuet, he will have many real vicer, 


. OR. I. 2 OC... 


ad in the main muſt be very inconſiſtent, and may be very 
r Wicked. 1 8 . 
12 polite Principle of Honour is in high eſteem, and very 
e oalar; but when Honour is not under the direction of Religion 
41 Conſcience, where that is the governing Principle, it fails men 
© WW many important articles, and let us magnify it never ſo much, 
1 


is by no means to be truſted with the whole of our conduct. 


Men of Honour are not ſo much averſe to the ſin as the Wa 
| an 3 


* of 


Wi 
* 


nan offence to ſociety, and a ſcandal to their country; that, n 
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and when no eye- ſees, are too likely to indulge themſelye, 


ing in offices of common juſtice and humanity. I would not 


-any ſo good ; and Honour is a looſe, unſettled Principle, a brol 


hl 


ſome practices which they pretend to abhor, and would 
thought fuperior to in the eſteem of the world. It will m 
men, in appearance, keep at a diſtance from vices which he 
a particular mark of infamy ; but others equally ſinful, or y 
haps of a deeper dye, to which the world is more fayour;j 
{hall be admitted without remorſe, and openly practisd with 
a bluſh. Sometimes it puſhes us on to things that are ſcan 
lous in their nature, and forbid by all laws both human and { 
vine: if Honour calls, the man ſhall kill in cool blood, and mu 
der upon Principle. 

Ir is not unuſual to ſee ſome, that pretend to the moſt 
cred Honour, to be utterly void of Religion and Conſcience; tl 
can drop one, and ſometimes both tables of the Law; that 


V 


withſtanding their Honour, ſhall blaſpheme the Almighty, w 
low in all uncleanneſs and debauchery, and ſometimes be wa 


thought to caſt the leaſt reflexion upon that Honour which 
truly honourable ; but that which is not back'd with the reli 
ous reverence of an Almighty Being, will not ſerve the purpo 
it pretends to, nor ſupport that integrity and virtue, which 
the perfection of human nature, and the bond of ſociety. 

THERE is none greater than he that feareth the Lord, t 


reed; and though it may carry ſome men great lengths in fot 
particular caſes, 'twill drop their duty in the moſt conſiderable 
ſtances. *Tis a blind guide that ſtrains at a gnat, and ſwail 
a camel; and thoſe that ſet up Honour in oppoſition to, or wil 
out Religion, may properly be ſaid, in the beautiful language 
the Prophet, to forſake God the fountain of living waters, 6 
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wy to themſelves eien ae aer, that wil bold no 
water. 's 

. cE more: ſuppoſe a man to Aras nil higher, to 2 as 
-comes' the dignity and character of a reaſonable creature, and 
o ſquare his conduct according to his conſcience, yet this man, 
vithout Religion, when weighed in the · balance, will be found 
anting. Conſcience is a worthy Principle, it muſt be confels'd, 
nd to be wiſl'd more common; but though it be ut far 
on the kingdom of God, yet one thing it lacketh; and that is, 
be inſtructed and directed by God's revealed will. | 
W Tyouc E we are to reverence ourſelves, and to pay a ſuitable 
kference to our own heart, yet, God is greater than our heart, and 
ſcience muſt ſubmit to, and be rul'd by the Principle of all 
Frnciples, a holy fear of the Almighty, and a regard to the word of 
od, otherwiſe, we may ſin fully perſuaded in our own mind, and 
o that, by the dictates of conſcience, which we may have reaſon 
o repent of, and nothing but the blood of God can expiate. 
Tx1s was the caſe of an Apoſtle, the great Apoſtle St. Paul“ 
memorable inſtance upon record in the book of God, an ever- 
ſting, infallible proof, that an'erroneous conſcience will be no 
acuſe where we have opportunities of knowing better; and 
ut it will not juſtify, tho' it may obtain Mercy for us, if we are 
d unhappy as to be in the wrong, after our moſt faithful en- 
eavours for better information. 

As for human laws, few form any Principles from them; they 
made for the diſobedient and profane, and are not fo. much 
garded from Principle, as by Compulſion. And if any ſhould 
Ke their Principles from them, be they never ſo excellent in 
emſelves, or obſerved with the greateſt caution, they are far 
om being an adequate rule of human action. They cant reach 
le conſcience, nor make the Man of God perfect: there are 
D | many 


$ 
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many heinous crimes human laws neither have, nor can pro 
againſt, as Ingratitude, Malice, and the like. The heart, the pj 
cipal thing to be reftrained, they have no hold on, becauſe g 
what paſſes in the breaſt, they can receive no information. 

Bur do we then make void the laws of the land, of ©; 
ſcience, or honour ? no, we rather eſtabliſh and confirm ther 
They are uſeful in their ſtation, but they muſt not _ preſume 4 
ſtand in competition with Religion.. Religion deſtroys ey 
thing that is vile and baſe; but things that are leſs excellent ay 
perfectly conſiſtent with it, and unavoidably attend it. Wy 
things are true, what are honeſt, what are juſt, That are pun 
what are bvely, if there be am Virtue, if there be any Praiſe, thel 
things Religion exhorts us to think on, and commands ys t 
practice, Phil. iv. 8. It exalts and perfects every inferior Pri 
ciple, and without it there's no Principle to be depended a 
This ſupplies the defects, cortects the errors, and relieves t 
imperfections of lower motives, and ſanctiſies thoſe good action 
which we {ſhould practice by Inclination, without any author 
to command, any law to direct, or any ſanction to engage. 

RELICGIO vs Principles are more excellent in their natut 
more extenſive in their influence, and, conſequently, more fitt 
govern than any other we can fix upon. We may have (0 
good qualities without Religion, but nothing but this can ſandii 
the whole man; and when this is neglected, men tumble fre 
Principle to Principle till they abandon all. What can reſtiil 
the man that fears not God? and what can he _ that | 
no reverence for his Creator ? 

RELIS ION is adapted to every particular ads; ah perk 
and occaſion ; 'twill ſupport us in the ſevereſt tryals, and ci 
us through all temptations. Any Principles may ſerverwhen 1 
is ea, but none but the moſt excellent will be able to * 
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the evil day. When we are called to fuffer in the cauſe of 
God, when every thing that is dear to us, except conſcience, 
muſt be renounc d, and hardſhips are to be endur'd for the 
ſake of our duty, this is the time to prove a man's Principles, 
and to try his Integrity. Religion is a ſteady, ſtubborn Principle, 
that will not ſtoop to conveniency, nor bend to a party, nor ſa- 
crifce what is lawful to expediency ; it is 13 as it's 
adorable object, and the fame yeſterday, to day, and for ewer. All 
other ſchemes are dark and intricate, perplex d and imperfect; 
they will be unable to ſupport us in life, they will fail us at 
the hour of death, and cannot ſtand in the day of judgment. 
They are like the houſe, Mar. vil. built upon the fand, without 
1 foundation, which, ben the floods aroſe, and the winds blew, 
and beat upon it, fell; but he that conducts himſelf by the laws 
of Religion, is like a wiſe man that built his honſe upon a rock, 
which, when the floods aroſe, and the winds ble , and beat on ir, 
fell not, for it was founded upon a rock. 

HAVING thus conſidered Principles i in "general, and erz 
the inſufficiency of any but thoſe of Religion, to the purpoſes of 
life, and the conduct of our converſation; I am, 

SECONDLY, To explain and inforce that great, fundamen- 
tl Duty, or Principle, of a holy fear of, and a OT, reve- 
rence to God Almighty. * 0 | 

THe: powerful paſſions of hope and fear are implanted in 
human nature by the wiſe author of our being, and it is man's 
wiſdom and righteouſneſs to _exert them upon their proper ob- 
jects, and to employ them to the purpoſes for which they wete 
delign'd; to hope for what may conduce to make us happy, 
and dread that which can really make us miſerable.” It argues 
great folly and perverſeneſs in us, that we. are generally influ- 


enced by falſe hopes, and vain fears: We truſt to that which 
cannot 
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cannot help, and are afraid of that which cannot hurt us, but 
neglect him who is mighty to | ſave; and who is bigh, and ought 
to be feared. God is our hope, ſays the Plalmiſt, ,a- very preſen 
help in trouble, and my text tells us that he ſhould be our Fear, 
Fear God. 

FE A R, according to the common acce eptation of the word 
denotes the greater ſubjection, but Honour the greater eſteem 
and affection; but if we expound the text in this ſenſe, though 
we follow the letter, we ſhould be injurious to the ſpirit 
and conceive, if not a falſe, a. very imperfect, notion of ou 
Dut 0 

To fear God only becauſe be can hurt us, to dread his Power 
to that degree as to cramp our Love to him, proceeds fron 
ignorance of his moſt bleſſed nature, and wrong conceptions of 
the divine perfections. God is love, and to be loy'd by his crez 
tures is more acceptable to him, than to be their fear and dread, 
Let Iſrael rejoyce in him that made him, ſays the Pſalmiſt, and lt 
the children of Sion be joyful in their King. To tremble at God. 
Preſence, and to be afraid of his Judgments, is not a ſacrifice { 
well-pleaſing in his ſight, as to be filld with a ſenſe of i 
goodneſs. l 

Tux holy Spirit of God, to make us more ſenſible of ou 
duty, has deliver'd it in variety of expreſſions; and each of thele 
muſt be limited, and expounded, according to the analogy. of 
faith, and the general ſenſe of the ſacred Scriptures. Sometimes 
the whole of our duty is expreſs'd by Fear, and again we ar 
told, that 'tis comprehended in Love. We muſt not ſuppoſe 
that Love can be perfect without Fear, or that our Fear can r- 
commend us to God's favour, except it worketh by Love. 

SUPERSTITION on one hand, and profaneneſs on tie 


other, are the exceſs and defect of that holy Fear, which pro- 
duces 
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duces pure and undefiled Religion, a good life, and: a rational de- 
votion. Superſtition is often the effect of too, mueti caution, an 
errour on the ſafeſt ſide, more weak than wilful, the Misfortune 
rather than the Fault of many a devout Chriſtian, which, no 
doubt, will find pity, and an eaſy pardon, from a merciful God: 
But profaneneſs is impudent and preſumptious, and ſtrengthens 
itſelf in wickedneſs : It heaps up fin, and treaſures up wrath. 
As ſome too laviſhly fear, and others too boldly defy the Al- 
mighty, 'tis to be wiſh'd, that thoſe that are too fearful could 
drop their uneaſy apprehenſions, and that thoſe, who are too 
confident, would learn to lay aſide their fatal aſſurance. 
WHETHER of theſe Extremes be the portion of our days, 
the lot of this Age, and Nation, is too obvious to be ſhewn, 
and too melancholy a ſubject to be inſiſted on. We are over-run 
with perſons of profligate Principles, and abandon'd Lives. 
Would a ſtranger to our conſtitution, upon a view of our con- 
rerſation, imagine, that we had laws ſo good, ſtatutes ſo righ- 
tous, and precepts ſo holy, as thoſe the Lord our God hath gi- 
ven us? Under the glorious light of the Goſpel, all kinds of 
exceſs, and even monſtrous impieties, are more frequent, and 
leſs ſcandalous, with us, than among the Heathens. What Im- 
morality and Profaneneſs, what Luxury and Intemperance, what 
Looſeneſs and Debauchery, nay, what Infidelity and Blaſphemy 
prevail among us! Men are ſtout againſt God, and open their 
Mouths againſt the Moſt High, and many, from whom better 
things might be reaſonably expected, make an open profeſſion of 
lrreligion. | | 
Trove n the Magiſtrate be the Miniſter of God, an Avenger 
lo execute wrath, yet, if I may ſo ſpeak, he beareth the ſword 
in vain; and though the wrath of God be revealed from heaven 
azainſt all ungodlineſs and unrighteouſneſs of men, yet iniquity 
E pi1cvails, 
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prevails; it ſwells, and lifts up its head, and boldly ſtands: it out 
againſt the Powers of this, and the Treu of the ord 10 
come. 

_ Too many live as if man had no laperiour, and was nei 
ther accountable, nor a creature, and ſay, in effect, if not in 
fact, who is the Lord, that we ſhould fear him? 

M a N is the loweſt of intellectual Beings, a. worm, and nothing, 
and ſhall be preſume ? Shall he, whole breath ir in his noſtril 
exalt himſelf above the God that made him? 

Lr us conſider who, and what we are; let us look unto 
the Rock from whence we were hewen, and to the bole of the pi 
from whence we were digged : Let us conſider how weak out 
power, how ſhort our duration is; that our ſtrength is weak. | 
neſs, our wiſdom folly, our life a vapour, and our age a. ſpan, 
that duſt we are, and to duſt we muſt return. 

HAvinG ſurvey'd ourſelves, let us look about us, and 
view the viſible world. Let us conſider the heavens, the work of 
God's hands, the moon and the ſtars which he has ordained, and we 
muſt confeſs that there was ſome cauſe that produc'd this valt 
effect, that theſe things did not make themſelves, nor were the 
effect of chance, or fortune, but were made in number, and 
weight, by a wiſe Almighty Being, that made the earth by bu 
pomer, and hung it upon nothing; that bath eſtabliſhed the worls 
by his wiſdom, and ſtretched out the heavens by his underſtanding. 

As the creation of the world, and the continual preſervation 
of it, are an undeniable proof of God's being and power, ſo are 
they proper to influence our fear. How can we forbear to te- 
verence his divine perfections, by whoſe power all things were 
made, and by whole providence they are, every moment, - pre- 
fery'd: God ſpake the word, and they were made; be commanded, 
and they were created, and, with the ſame eaſe; can-Þaſt ef 

| | Wi! 
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pith the breath of his diſpleaſure, and command the world to 
nothing. Who would not then fear thee, thou King of the 
world, before whom all nations are as nothing ? Fear ye not me, 
ays God, to his own rebellious people, twill ye not tremble at 
my preſence, which have placed the ſand for the bound of the 
a, by a perpetual decree, that it cannot paſs it; and tho" the 
waves toſs themſelves, yet can they not prevail, and ied they roar, yet 
can they not paſs over it? Jer. v. 22, 

UnTo Man he ſaid, Behold the fear of the Lord, that is 
wiſdom. Reaſon is in her throne, when Religion, or the fear of 
God, is the commanding Principle, and has due influence in the 
whole courſe of our converſation. We then live up to the 
dignity of our nature as Men, when in all our ways we. ac- 
lnowledge him, in whom we live, and move, and have our Being, 
A perſon under all imaginable advantages, endued with every 
thing elſe that is excellent or. uſeful, if he has not a juſt ſenſe 
of, and a dutiful regard to, the ſupreme Being, wants the one 
1117 ncedful, the moſt valuable part of every character, and the 
Glory of a man. Let not the wiſe man glory in his wiſdom, 
neither let the mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich man 
glory in his riches ; but let him that glorieth, glory in this, that he 
underſtandeth, and knoweth the Lord, which exerciſeth loving- 
kmaneſs, judgment, and 8 in the earth, Jerem. ix. 
235 24. 

Tx ſerious conſideration of what God is in himſelf, and. 
what he is to us, will make us fear him; and this Fear, if it 
has its perſect work, will make us ſerve and adore him. The 
man in whoſe heart is God's fear, reverently receives what he 
has revealed, and religiouſly obeys what he commands: he 
keeps his ſtatutes, and obſerves his laws; is devout in God's ſer- 


vice, and frequent there; is regular in his deportment, and, to 
the 
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16 PRINCIPLES of 
the utmoſt of his power, uniform in his obedience. As the 
greater circle contains the leſs, this firſt, fundamental Princip, 
extends its influence to every part of our duty; makes us liue 
in all good conſcience to God and Man, to render to all thy 
dues, Tribute to whom Tribute is due, Fear to whom Fear, Hony 
to whom Honour; which brings me, in the 

T r1Rd Place to ſhew what is imply'd in the expreſſion, and 
what obligation reſults from the command to honour the 
King. ; | 

8 OVERNMENT is God's inſtitution, Kings reign by his 
appointment, and are inveſted with his power; and ſurely ti 
our duty to reverence thoſe whom he has been pleaſed ſo highly 
to honour. 

Man is a ſociable creature, and by the neceſſities of hy. 
man nature, and the will of heaven, there muſt be ſuperiour 
and inferiours; thoſe to govern, and theſe to be in ſubjection; 
and without this there would be nothing upon earth but diſor- 
der and confuſion. 

GOVERNMENT is to be found, more or leſs, in every part 
of the creation; 'tis ſhadow'd out in the brutal world, and is, 
as every thing elſe, in perfection in Heaven. As in the lower 
heavens one ſtar differcth from another ſtar in glory, ſo in the 
place of God's peculiar preſence, there are Angels and Arc 
Angel:; Spirits of a ſubordinate ſtation, and Thrones and Dominion, 
Principalities and Powers. 

GOVERNMENT in Heaven may be chiefly for ornament, 
but among men is of abſolute neceſſity. Every member of ſo- 
ciety therefore, in his vocation and miniſtry, muſt be conſcienti- 
ous in the diſcharge of that duty which we owe to the power: 
which God bas ordained, and which claims our next regard to 
thoſe acts of obedience and adoration, which are immedi- 


ately 
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ately directed to the ſupreme Being. Fear God. Honour the 
King. 

WHAT is the duty of ſubjects to their Sovereign; what is 
incumbent upon us from this Apoſtolical precept, Honour the 
King, conſiſts in a veneration for his Perſon, and a dutiful ſub- 
miſſion to his Authority. 

IT was not the Apoſtle's deſign to compliment the powers of 
the times in which he wrote, but to repreſent that duty, to 
which Kings, from their ſacred character, have an indiſputable 
title, and to which ſubjects, without reſpect to their perſons, 
from the Principles of Religion, and upon pain of damnation, 
are indiſpenſably oblig'd. | 

To ſtand before the throne, and hear his wiſdom, and to re- 
ceive particular marks of the King's favour, cannot be the por- 
tion of all his people; but the advantages of his government 
extend to every individual, and the dignity of the Crown caſts a 
luſtre upon his Perſon, which commands from every ſubje& an 
honourable regard and eſteem; and the withholding this eaſy 
tribute is not only an injuſtice, but one degree of treaſon. 

WHeN we allow ourſelves in any thing, to a leſs degree ſin- 
ful, we are too prone to improve in impiety. If any entertain 
cegrading thoughts of the King, they will be too eaſily prevail d 
upon to practice againſt him; if they debaſe him in their opini- 
ons, and vilifie him with their tongues ; if they deſpiſe domintons, 
and ſpeak evil of nyt the tranſition is too ealy to an open 
Rebellion. 

Ir is written, Exod. xxii. 28. Thou ſhalt not revile the gods, 
nor curſe the ruler of thy people. Princes are God's Vicegerents; 
he has ſtampt their Perſons with a ſacred impreſſion ; they are 
bis anointed, and he has honour'd them with his name, that 


men might pay them that reſpe& and reverence which become 
F their 
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IS PRINCIPLES of 
their high ſtation, may ſtrengthen their hands, and Promote the 
ends of their inſtitution. 

AK IN 's perſonal perfections are not tlie foundation of his 
authority or our duty. People ſometimes extol and commend 
they know not what, and hate and depreciate they know not 
why; and our duty muſt be very fickle, if, ke children, we are 
toſs d to and fro with every idle report, which not one in ten 
thouſind can be affur'd of the truth of, and which, true or 
falſe, is out of the queſtion, and nothing to the purpoſe, 

In this, as well as every other caſe, Reaſon and Religion, 
and not our paſſions and affections, ſhould be the Principles we 
proceed upon: We ſhould hearken what the Lord God ſays, and 
make his Will and Word the rule of our behaviour. Submit jour. 
ſelves, ſays the Apoſtle, juſt before the text, to every" ordmance 
of man, for the Lord ſale. Let every Soul, ſays St. Paul, le 
ſubject to the higher powers; and, in the next verſe, declares, that 
whoſoever refiſteth the power, ref ifteth the ordinance of God. And 
we may learn the heinouſneſs of the ſin in the ſeverity of the 
puniſhment ;: for-they that reſiſt, ſays he, ball receive to themſelves 
damnation. 

KINGS act by a divine commiſſion, and their Authority is de- 
riv'd from Heaven; and he that - gave them this Authority; will 
not ſuffer thoſe to go unpuniſh'd, that ſhall preſume upon any 
violation of it. All undutiful murmurings, and evil-ſpeakings 
againſt: the King, all diſobedience to his lawful commands, or 
reſiſtance to his power, will be refented, and revenged by him 
by whom he reigns, 

THERES no nation under Heaven ſo happy, but a ſpirit of 
diſcontent prevails in it. Forgetful of the bleflings we. enjoy by 
the adminiſtration of judgment and juſtice in a province, how apt 
are men to quarrel with their ſuperiours, to raiſe obje@ions, 
and 
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RELIGION rerolmended, 19 
and to ſow ſedition? We fear where no fear is, are ovetwhelin'd 
with concern for imaginary evils, bat W len to be thankful fot | 
teal and undeſerved mercies. 

We. of theſe Kingdoms, have not 1 a bare liberty to pro- 
<; the Goſpel, but it is the Religion of our country, and, in its 
greateſt purity and perfection, eſtabliſh'd by authority. We 
dave Liberty and Property, and all that Government was deſign'd 
ſecure and preſerve to men, without oppreſſion or tyranny ; - 
ind happy, if we: could but underſtand, and Know, and value 
ur own happineſs, happy are the people that ave in ſath a caſe. 
TxzsSE two conſiderations, beſides our natural duty, might 
he ſufficient to reconcile the moſt uneaſy and diſcontented to 
pur preſent eſtabliſhment, and to prevail upon us all to pay all 
onour and obedience to God's anointed now ſet over us; and 
t concerns us to be careful that we don't, by our undutiful be- 
2viour, by our rebellious, blaſphemous murmurings, againſt- 
od and the King, provoke Heaven to deprive us of 1 bleſ- 
fngs we neglect to be joyful in. 8 
I SHALL draw two inferences bew what has been cer, . 
and ſo conclude. . 
Ax p firſt, ſince Religion is the only principle to be de- 
pended on, and nothing but this can oblige and influence to the 
practice of the whole duty of man, the folly and wickedneſs of 
thoſe men muſt be prodigious, that vainly and impudently en- 
deavour to baniſh it out of the world. An awful ſenſe of an 
Almighty, Omniſcient Being, and of the ſtrict account we muſt all 
one day make to him, is the only thing that can make us ſuch 
as we ought to be in all hoh converſation.” And ſince life and 
mmortality are brought to light thro' the Goſpel, no Principles can 
be, in any reſpect, comparable to the Chriſtian. The ptecepts of 
the Goſpel are the moſt perfect, it's promiſes and threatnings the 
moſt 
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moſt powerful, that can be conceiy'd ; it ſets our duty in the 
cleareſt light, and offers the moſt convincing motives to engap 
us to the practice of it. It is the wiſdow of God, and the pom 
of God, and it's truth and excellency can be diſputed by nome 
but thoſe who are for a greater latitude in Principle and Pri. 
tice than it allows. The infidels of the preſent age can 14. 
vance nothing equally recommended, more rational and divine 
Their attempts and deſigns are as wicked as their reaſons 1 
weak, and they ought to be look d upon as enemies to all good 
neſs, and treated as peſts of ſociety, and traitors to thei 
country. 

SECONDLY, from what has been faid, we may infer, tut 
it is the duty and intereſt of every Government to ſuppreſs and 
puniſh Blaſphemy and Irreligion, as well as Treaſon and Rebel. 
lion. Self-preſervation prompts to both: the latter may ſhaks 
an eſtabliſhment, but the former tend directly to its diſſolution 
Fruitful lands haue been made barren, and many flouriſhing King: 
doms brought to utter ruin, for the wickedneſs of them that dal 
therein, | 

EvERY wicked man, however zealous for the King or the 
Church, is an enemy to his country; and every fin a man 
commits affects the community; not only becauſe fin is of all 
things the moſt contrary to a nation's peace and proſperity, but 
becauſe every ſinner, nay every fin, helps to fill up and complet 
the meaſure of a people's iniquity. | 

Txr1s guilty land has been hitherto ſpar'd for the few fait 
ful that are therein, but God will not always ſtrive with mai, 
There's a period to the fins of every people and perſon, and 
when we have reach'd it by God's forbearance, we ſhall fall by 
his juſtice ; and who ſhall be able to deliver us out of his hand, 
if the Almighty ſhou'd enter into judgment with us, and viſit fo 
our offences, | N oTHING 
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No TH1N 6 but a ſpeedy Reformation among us can avert 
the cyils we ought to fear, and moſt juſtly deſerve : and as it is 
he duty of thoſe in Authority to endeavour” it, they have pecu- 
jar advantages to promote the bleſſed work. The Clergy 
reach, God knows, to little purpoſe; but a King's word is 
with power, and he ſcattereth away all evil with bis ever. A 
ebuke from Perſons that act by a royal Commiſſion, that are 
veſted with power, and plac'd in an exalted ſtation, does not 
only give countenance to Religion and Virtue, but puts the ad- 
erſary to confuſion, and makes vice, profancgeds, and- immora-- 
ity flee before it. 
To conclude all, ſince neither loyalty, nor any other- duty, 
an ſubſiſt, or properly be built,. upon any Principles but thoſe 
f Religion, let every one that pretends zeal for our happy. 
ſtabliſnment, any regard to his Country, or affection to the Go- 
ernment, in their reſpective ſtations, moſt ae pro- 
note it. 
Iris this that will engage Heaven in our intereſt; it is Reli- 

ion that has the moſt immediate, powerful tendency to make a 
lingdom both great and happy. It is righteouſneſs that exalteth - 
uation, but ſin is the reproach, and will be the deſtruction, of 
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